
 

NY Tech-Connection 

The Berkeley Web Access 

Group, through host ing 

more than two dozen web 

developers on campus as wel l  as referr ing to Sect ion 508 standards,  

f i rst  developed the Top 10 Tips for a May 2006 Web -net presenta-

t ion. The Berkeley Web Access Group is continuing to update the 

t ips as technology advances.  There are l inks and informat ion that is 

extremely useful.  They also have a rubric  [Excel  spreadsheet]  that  is 

benef ic ial  for evaluat ing and recording the  

accessibi l i ty features that your si te has al ready, and the features 

that  can be added to best  ef fect.  
 

The Top 10 Tips 

1. Provide a way for users to skip repetitive content. 

2. Use heading elements properly. 

3. Use Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) to control page layout. 

4. Provide alternative text for non-text elements (e.g., images) when the 

non-text elements are meaningful. 

5. Use color with care. 

6. Give links unique names and make them descriptive. 

7. Use “Go” or “Submit” buttons with select lists. 

8. Include a well-positioned label for each field on a form. 

9. Ensure that all content can be accessed with the keyboard alone in a 

logical way by using tab order. 

10. Instead of providing a “text-only” alternative, work to make your primary 

website accessible. 

Penn State  
Works to resolve 
OCR complaint  

by Tamara Mariotti 

Key components of the agreement 
include Penn State’s commitment 
to: 
 
1. Conduct a full accessibility audit 
of its complete technology environ-
ment in relation to the visually im-
paired by February 15, 2012 
 
2. Establish an Electronic and Infor-
mation Technology (EIT) Policy 
Statement to guide the development 
of its accessibility strategy, with pro-
cedures to fully implement the policy 
“across all disciplines” developed by 
May 30, 2012 
 
3. Implement institution-wide 
“training, instruction, and support” 
on the EIT Accessibility Policy and 
procedures by August 15, 2012 
 
4. “…develop and institute proce-
dures that require the University to 
purchase or recommend only EITs 
that will provide the same programs, 
benefits, and services that they do 
to individuals without disabilities, 
except that when it is technically 
unfeasible to do so,…” by October 
15, 2012 
 
The Penn State - NFB agreement 
and updates are provided at the link 
below: 
 

http://accessibility.psu.edu/ 
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Director of Special Services at Marist College  
given the TextHelp AT Champion Award at  

ATIA Orlando Conference 

 

Update on 
Google Apps 
and Gmail  
Accessibility: 
 
The Access Technology 

Higher Education  

Network (ATHEN), in its con-

tinuing effort to assist higher 

education institutions deter-

mine  the accessibility of the 

Google Apps suite, conduct-

ed accessibility evaluations 

on GMail and Google Calen-

dar. The evaluations cover 

assistive technologies used 

for visual, mobility, learning, 

and cognitive disabilities. 

Many assistive technologies 

performed quite well in 

GMail and Calendar, but 

there were still significant 

hurdles for some technolo-

gies, particularly screen  

readers. The report may be 

read online at: 

 

http://athenpro.org/google-

gmail-calendar-

accessibility 

 

Jean Vizvary Receives the 2012 AT Champi-
on Award! 

 

The AT Champion Award is given annually by Texthelp to someone in the  
Assistive Technology/Special Education field who embodies the characters of a 
true champion - someone who inspires others, has a passion for what he or 
she does, and is always looking for new and better ways to use technology to 
help students, teachers, parents, and administrators. 
 
Jean has been working in Higher Education for 30 years, primarily supporting 
students with disabilities. At Marist, a mid-sized college of 5,000 students 
in New York that was recently named one of 20 incredible colleges for students 
with disabilities, Jean has responsibility for many areas including the Learning 
Disabilities Support Program. This innovative and highly competitive pro-
gram is for students with Learning Disabilities who do not meet the General  
Admission Requirements at Marist. Once accepted, students are paired with a 
Learning Specialist and receive intensive support services. They are also given 
Read&Write GOLD MOBILE literacy software. The success of the Program is 
evidenced by a Graduation rate of 84%.   
 
Jean's work as an advocate for students with disabilities is not limited to her job 
at Marist. She is affiliated with many organizations including AHEAD, AEEE, 
and the NYS Disabilities Council and serves as a liaison with Faculty and Ad-
ministrators at Marist, the US Department of Education, Disabilities Offices at 
other colleges, the Ulster County Dept of Social Services, ACCES-VR, and 
BOCES. She is also well-known to area high schools where she gives transi-
tion workshops. In addition, Jean is a certified foster parent. Jean has certainly 
been a champion to the students she works with as well as to countless others 
who have been impacted by her desire to improve the lives of individuals with 
disabilities. We are sure that they, along with all of us at Texthelp, agree that 
she is truly an "AT Champion"! 
 
** printed from TextHelp website: 
http://www.texthelp.com/North-America/about-texthelp/news/?newsid=4835 

http://athenpro.org/google-gmail-calendar-accessibility
http://athenpro.org/google-gmail-calendar-accessibility
http://athenpro.org/google-gmail-calendar-accessibility
http://www.marist.edu/specialservices/prospect-ldis.html
http://www.marist.edu/specialservices/prospect-ldis.html
http://www.texthelp.com/North-America/about-texthelp/news/?newsid=4835


Join us for a Don Johnston, Inc.  
Presentation Exclusively for New York State  

Disability Services Council members 

 

EYE ON IT 
By George E. Irwin 

 

 
Keyboard shortcuts 

 

Keyboard shortcuts can be 

helpful for individuals with 

visual or physical disabili-

ties. Check out the links be-

low for free shortcuts availa-

ble for these popular pro-

grams. 

 

 Microsoft Outlook 2010 

 

 Word Web App 

 

 Excel Web App 

 

 PowerPoint Web App 

 

 

Additionally, the Windows 7 

Accessibility page has great 

tools and information for  

individuals with vision disa-

bilities. Check out the link 

below. 

http://www.microsoft.com/

enable/guides/vision.aspx 

 

 

What keeps you from delivering accessible materials to students with reading 
disabilities —11% of students on average? Is the challenge getting the materials 
in digital formats? Perhaps you're 
getting digital materials but they're 
not accessible, or you get so many 
different kinds of eBooks that you 
are struggling to keep straight 
which ones support accessibility 
and which don't? 

 
We Can Show You How To Eliminate These Barriers! 
Don Johnston developed two technologies that make just about anything 
digital completely accessible without copying or converting—the two 
most common culprits in copyright infringement. Universally designed, 
you can put it on every computer at your university (plus take-home 
rights for students and professors) for the price you’re used to paying 
for only a few students! The cool thing is, even students who haven’t 
disclosed a disability can have access to accommodations because the-
se tools can be used everywhere without limitation. 

 
Read:OutLoud® University Edition is a full-function text reader 

that not only includes a fully accessible, speech 
supported, web browser, but also accepts the wid-
est variety of digital files—pretty much any file for-
mat you can think of! Plus, Read:OutLoud in-
cludes comprehension and study tools for added 
support. 

 
Snap&Read™ is a simple, floating, one-button toolbar that reads any 

text on screen in any application. Yes! That means 
text on inaccessible Flash and image-based websites 
as well as selectable accessible text like MS Word 
docs, PDFs, webpages, and even images. If it looks 
like text, Snap&Read will read it! 

 
 

 
 

Providing accessible materials in a timely manner doesn’t have to be hard! 
 
 
Click here to register: https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/971277238 
 
 
 

WHEN: Thursday, August 9th 

WHERE: Wherever is convenient for 

you! (must have internet access) 

TIME: 1:00PM ET 

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/outlook-help/keyboard-shortcuts-for-microsoft-outlook-2010-HP010354403.aspx
http://office2010.microsoft.com/en-us/web-apps-help/keyboard-shortcuts-in-word-web-app-HA010378332.aspx
http://office2010.microsoft.com/en-us/web-apps-help/keyboard-shortcuts-in-excel-web-app-HA010378329.aspx
http://office2010.microsoft.com/en-us/web-apps-help/keyboard-shortcuts-in-powerpoint-web-app-HA010378331.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/enable/guides/vision.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/enable/guides/vision.aspx
http://www.donjohnston.com/products/readoutlouduniversity/index.html
http://www.donjohnston.com/products/snap-read/index.html
https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/971277238


Exams: computer-reader vs human reader  

 The student’s preference may surprise you  
Digital Recorders – Miniature Recording Devices with various op-
tions that record verbal lectures into sound files.   
 
In recent years, I have suggested that students that have used note taking services 
in high school take control of that accommodation by purchasing a digital recorder.  
It has eliminated much of the cost associated with note taking that my office has 
had to incur in the past.  Recorders vary in terms of available options, ranging in 
price from $30 for a basic model to $70 for an Olympus 300S (with a retractable 
USB port).  Although there has been some pushback from faculty that are uncom-
fortable with lectures being recorded, students with disabilities who are unable to 
take or read notes have the right to record class lectures for their personal study 
only.* Faculty members do have the right to protect their work product and stu-
dents may be asked to sign an agreement that creates liability for copyright in-
fringement if any of the recording and its subsequent use violates those rights.  
 

The suggested seven steps are: 

 

1. Learn about accessibility. Learn how a user with a disability may use the app. 

2. Quick accessibility check. Get an estimate of how accessible the app is now. 

3. Publish an Accessibility Statement. Express your intent to be accessible. 

4. Provide a Contact Us function. Enable users to tell you easily about accessibil-
ity issues. 

5. Ensure reading sequence is logical and comprehensible. Ensure page naviga-
tion is simple. 

6. Create a user interface that is easy to understand and operate. General usabil-
ity is a reinforcement of accessibility. 

7. Ensure text formatting can be altered. Allow users to read text using a size and 
theme that meets their requirements. 

 

These seven steps should significantly improve the accessibility of most apps. But 
they are only the first few steps to good accessibility practice. The seven steps are 
relevant to all mobile apps irrespective of the form factor, hardware or operating 
system. For more information on these seven steps please go to the following 
website: 

http://www.onevoiceict.org/first-seven-steps-accessible-mobile-apps 

The Seven Steps to Mobile App Accessibility SOFTWARE 
Picks 

By Tamara Mariotti 

 
PowerTalk 1.2.14 
http://fullmeasure.co.uk/

powertalk/ 

 
Cost: Free 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PowerTalk is a free program 

that automatically speaks 

any presentation or slide 

show running in Microsoft 

PowerPoint for Windows. 

 

You can install 2 additional 

free voices (Mike and Mary) 

with the SAPI Text To 

Speech (TTS) components 

[12MB].  

 

Open a Slide Show. Right 

click on a Presentation or 

Slide Show and select 

'Narrate with PowerTalk'. 

 

This software is Open 

Source Software, that is, 

non-proprietary. You can 

chose to donate at the web-

site. 

 

Often other text to speech 

software programs have 

difficulty within PowerPoint. 

This is a definite option for 

many students. 

Is Recording Lectures OK?: 
One office’s approach to supplementing note-
taking accommodations 
by Catherine Carlson 

http://www.onevoiceict.org/first-seven-steps-accessible-mobile-apps
http://fullmeasure.co.uk/powertalk/
http://fullmeasure.co.uk/powertalk/


Mobile Apps for Accessibility 
By Tamara Mariotti 

Mobile Apps Accessibility 
 W3C Mobile Web Best Practices 1.0:  
http://www.w3.org/TR/mobile-bp/ 
 Mobile accessibility:  
http://www.mobileaccessibility.info/index.cfm?lang=eng 
 

Speech to Text 
 Dragon Dictation app: http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dragon-

dictation/id341446764?mt=8 
 Windows Phone SPEECH: http://www.microsoft.com/

windowsphone/en-us/howto/wp7/basics/use-speech-on-my-
phone.aspx 

 D2u by bottle rocket -Dictation and transcription: http://

itunes.apple.com/gb/app/d2u-transcriber-dictation/id341741314?
mt=8 

 

Text To Speech  
 Speak it! http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/speak-it!-text-to-

speech/id308629295?mt=8 
 

Visual disability 
 LookTel Money Reader: http://www.looktel.com/products 
 AppleVis: http://www.applevis.com/ios-app-directory/reference/

yahoo-search?goback=%2Egde_1796098_member_103166194 

 Math app for students that are visually impaired: http://

www.futurity.org/science-technology/math-class-app-for-students-
with-vision-problems/ 

 

Learning disability 
 AppWriter: Scan, Read Aloud, writing strategies,  http://

lingapps.com/apps/appwriter 
 

Physical needs 
 Voice controlled/Switch Solutions: 

http://www.broadenedhorizons.com/communications.htm 

 Keyboard/ Zoom 
http://www.inference.phy.cam.ac.uk/dasher/DasherSummary.html 

 

Hearing disability 
 i711: mobile relay: http://www.i711.com/index.php 
 

Dictionary/Spelling support 
 Dictionary.com http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dictionary.com-

dictionary/id308750436?mt=8 
 TranCreative Software  

http://www.trancreative.com/iPhone/ 
 Medical Spell checker 

http://www.medical-spell-checker.com/ 
 

Organizational Apps 
 Awesome Note http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/

awesome-note-+to-do-calendar/id320203391?mt=8 
 Corkulous: http://www.macworld.com/appguide/

app.html?id=496688&expand=false 

 DropBox: https://www.dropbox.com/anywhere 
 Easy Task: http://www.orionbelt.com/

productMac.php 
 Ever Note: https://play.google.com/store/apps/

details?id=com.evernote&hl=en 
 Idea Sketch: http://www.macworld.com/appguide/

app.html?id=496822&expand=false 
 istudent: http://istudentpro.com/ 
 List Recorder: http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/

list-recorder/id381936335?mt=8 
 My Homework: http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/

myhomework/id303490844?mt=8 
 Note Hub: http://hubapps.com/notehub/

notehub/notehub.html 
 On Time Studies: http://

education.appdownloadreview.com/online/ontime-
studies-free 

 Popplet: http://popplet.com/ 
 Remember the Milk: http://

www.rememberthemilk.com/ 
 ReQall: http://www.reqall.com/about/

reqall_iphone_native 
 Readability: organize articles and web pages: 

http://www.readability.com/ 
 Organize an event: http://www.doodle.com/about/

services.html 

 SimpleMind mapping: http://www.simpleapps.eu/
simplemind/ 

 

Medical Alert 
 Smart-ICE: http://www.ems-options.com/smart-

ICE.html 

 Rxmind.me: http://www.rxmind.me/ 

Sign Language 
 iSign Lite: ASL - http://itunes.apple.com/us/

app/isign-lite/id292486900?mt=8 
 

Visual Clutter  
 Readability; 

http://www.readability.com/ 

http://www.w3.org/TR/mobile-bp/
http://www.mobileaccessibility.info/index.cfm?lang=eng
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dragon-dictation/id341446764?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dragon-dictation/id341446764?mt=8
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsphone/en-us/howto/wp7/basics/use-speech-on-my-phone.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsphone/en-us/howto/wp7/basics/use-speech-on-my-phone.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsphone/en-us/howto/wp7/basics/use-speech-on-my-phone.aspx
http://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/d2u-transcriber-dictation/id341741314?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/d2u-transcriber-dictation/id341741314?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/d2u-transcriber-dictation/id341741314?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/speak-it!-text-to-speech/id308629295?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/speak-it!-text-to-speech/id308629295?mt=8
http://www.looktel.com/products
http://www.applevis.com/ios-app-directory/reference/yahoo-search?goback=%2Egde_1796098_member_103166194
http://www.applevis.com/ios-app-directory/reference/yahoo-search?goback=%2Egde_1796098_member_103166194
http://www.futurity.org/science-technology/math-class-app-for-students-with-vision-problems/
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http://www.readability.com/
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Upcoming Events 
 

 

 15th Annual Accessing Higher Ground 

 Denver, Colorado  

 November 12-16, 2012 

 AHEAD Conference 2012 

 New Orleans, Louisiana 

 July 9 - 14, 2012 

 AHEAD Conference 2013 

 Baltimore, Maryland 

 July 8-13, 2013 

 ATIA 2013 Orlando 

 Orlando, Florida 

 January 29 –February 2, 2013 

 CSUN 28th Annual International AT Conference 

 San Diego, California 

 February 25—March 2, 2013 

 

Faculty/Staff Training Links  
 
EASI Equal Access to Software and Information 
WEBINARS 
http://easi.cc/clinic.htm 
 
CSU Professional Development for Accessible 
Technology 
http://teachingcommons.cdl.edu/access/
index.html 
 
National Center on Accessible Instructional  
Materials (AIM) 
http://aim.cast.org/learn/post-secondary/
higher_ed 
 
Mid-Atlantic ADA Center—Emergency  
Preparedness 
http://www.adainfo.org/content/emergency-
preparedness-evacuation 
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